
Welcome to the public consultation on 
the future S1 Artspace.

These         initial design proposals by 
architects Carmody Groarke for the 
redevelopment of 2 Haymarket – a Grade II 
listed building in Sheffield’s historic 
Castlegate area.

The vision is to establish an ambitious new 
destination for the visual arts in Sheffield 
that supports artists, engages the public, 
and contributes positively to the city’s 
cultural and civic life.

The proposals set out plans for flexible 
galleries, spaces for artists, community 
activity and creative enterprise, alongside 
improvements to the surrounding public 
realm – strengthening connections across 
Fitzalan Square, Castlegate, and the wider 
city centre.

Your feedback will help inform the next stage 
of design development before a planning 
application is submitted to Sheffield City 
Council in early 2026.

Existing aerial view

The S1 Artspace Capital Project is partly funded by:              

We want to hear from you.
Scan to have your say.

Introduction



later, it was converted into a branch of the Yorkshire Bank, 
which remained in use until 2014, reflecting Sheffield’s 
evolving civic and commercial landscape.

The building retains its original stone façades and some 
period detailing, though it has seen many alterations over 
time, including façade works in the 1960s and 1990s, and 
internal reconfigurations for banking and office use. Listed 
Grade II in 1973, the building holds both architectural and 
social heritage value. Its layered history offers a strong 
foundation for adaptive reuse, placing heritage at the 
centre of a new cultural venue.

c.1900, Sheffield General Post Office

A Civic and Commercial Heritage Landmark

2 Haymarket stands at the busy junction of Haymarket and 
Commercial Street in the city centre. Designed by 
architect James Williams and completed in 1871, it is a 
classic example of 19th-century civic architecture. 
Originally built as Sheffield’s Head General Post Office, the 
building served the city for nearly four decades, and played 
an important role during a period of rapid industrial and 
urban growth.

In 1911, following the Post Office’s relocation to larger 
premises on Fitzalan Square, the building re-opened as 
the Sheffield Stock Exchange – a trading hub for shares in 
the city’s expanding steel and colliery industries. 50 years 

Images of 2 Haymarket across Fitzalan Square
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Today, 2 Haymarket remains an important example of 
Sheffield’s civic and commercial heritage – a tangible link 
to the city’s history of public communication, regional 
industry, and urban development. Its position within 
Sheffield’s historic centre – just metres from Fitzalan 
Square and surrounded by other key regeneration projects 
– presents a compelling opportunity for restoration and
reuse.

Architectural Heritage
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A new cultural destination in Sheffield’s 
historic Castlegate. 

S1 Artspace is an independent, not-for-
profit charity that supports artists and 
presents new and existing work for the 
public. Founded in 1995 by a group of 
artists who wanted to create a more 
collaborative and supportive environment, 
S1 has become an established part of the 
city’s cultural landscape. Over the past 
30 years, it has supported more than 250 
artists, commissioned 85 new works, and 
presented projects by six Turner Prize 
winners.

The vision is to transform the former 
Yorkshire Bank Chambers on Haymarket 
into an ambitious new venue for 
contemporary art, culture and heritage 
within Castlegate – Sheffield’s most 
historic civic quarter.

At the centre of the area’s wider 
regeneration, the Grade II listed building 
will be carefully restored and reopened 
after more than a decade of closure. It will 
include public galleries, studios, creative 
workspace, community and learning areas, 
and an independent bar, supporting a 
vibrant and inclusive cultural offer.

A year-round programme of exhibitions, 
residencies, public events, education, and 
research will contribute to the growing 
cultural community across Fitzalan Square 
and Castlegate, strengthening Sheffield’s 
civic and cultural future. 

Proposed conceptual  view from Commercial Street

The Vision



Proposed view of First Floor Gallery Proposed view of Exchange Hall Proposed view of Banking Hall

New Public Galleries Across Two Floors

Our proposal aims to:

Create accessible, flexible spaces for 
exhibitions            

Maximise exhibition space with minimal 
intervention

Refurbish and revitalise the existing 
building



Marking the Building’s Heritage

Reclamation and Reuse

The existing building offers an opportunity 
for retention and adaptive reuse, making the 
most of its distinctive spaces and historic 
character.

Our design approach aims to:

• Retain as much original fabric and details as
possible.

• Introduce new interventions only where
necessary for accessibility, circulation and
building performance.

• Repurpose existing finishes and features
where feasible.

Proposed views illustrating how heritage features could be re-imagined in new spaces

Existing heritage and character can be found throughout the building



Artist Studios and Creative Workspace

Proposed views of studio spaces on the first floor

Proposed views of studio spaces on the second floor

Creating Flexible Workspace

A key aim of the project is to create 
spaces where artists and creative 
businesses can work effectively and 
productively on-site. The proposals 
include:

•	A new-build extension across half
the building, providing purpose-built
workspace designed to support creative
production in a contemporary setting.

•	Studios and office space on the second
floor of the existing building, where
generous ceiling heights and large
windows offer ideal conditions for natural
light and spacious working environments.

Together, these spaces will support and 
foster Sheffield’s creative community and 
enable artists to work, collaborate, and 
exhibit within one connected site.
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Key Benefits and Next Steps

Key Benefits

The project will deliver lasting social, 
cultural, and economic benefits for 
Sheffield, including:

•	A permanent home for S1 Artspace in the
heart of the city.

•	Restoration and reuse of a Grade II listed
building, bringing it back into public use.

•	New public spaces for art, learning and
community activity.

•	Studios and workspaces supporting
artists and creative businesses.

•	Free, year-round exhibitions and events
open to all.

•	Education and talent development for
artists.

•	Heritage-led regeneration, strengthening
Castlegate’s cultural identity and offer.

•	Improved connections between Fitzalan
Square and the wider city centre.

•	Support for local business and economy
through increased footfall.

•	Long-term civic value, creating space for
creativity and participation.

Next Steps

•	Responding to public consultation
feedback.

•	Refinement of design proposals.

•	Submission of planning application to
Sheffield City Council.

Public Consultation

Autumn

2025

Planning 
Application

Spring

2026

Planning 
Decision

Autumn

2026

Construction

Spring

2027
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Carmody Groarke

Carmody Groarke 

Carmody Groarke is an award winning 
architectural practice founded in 2006 
by Kevin Carmody and Andy Groarke. The 
studio, based in London, has developed 
an international reputation for cultural and 
heritage projects that transform historic 
settings and create inspiring new places 
for art and people. 

Our designs for S1 Artspace continue 
a long-standing collaboration that 
began with our competition win for the 
organisation’s planned relocation to Park 
Hill in 2017. Since then, our project team 
-- all University of Sheffield graduates and 
former city residents -- have continued 
to work closely with S1 to imagine new 
possibilities for artists and audiences in 
Sheffield. 

Carmody Groarke has delivered a number 
of sensitive restorations and new cultural 
buildings in the UK and internationally 
– most recently the Power Hall at
the Science and Industry Museum in
Manchester.

Design Museum Gent Windermere Jetty Museum Power Hall, The Science and Industry Museum Members’ Room, Victoria and Albert Museum 

ArtPlay Pavilion, Dulwich Picture Gallery

Current projects include the refurbishment 
and extension of the Design Museum 
Gent in Belgium, a new national archive 
building for the British Library in Yorkshire, 
and the development of a refurbishment 
strategy for the Sheffield Central Library 
and Graves Gallery with Sheffield City 
Council. 

Completed works range from the award-
winning Windermere Jetty Museum in the 
Lake District and the Hill House Box in 
Scotland to the Grade I-listed Members 
Room at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
in London. 

The practice’s work has been recognised 
with numerous international awards, 
including short-listing for the RIBA Stirling 
Prize, the EU Mies van der Rohe Award, 
the Civic Trust National Panel Special 
Award, the Architects’ Journal Building 
of the Year Award, and Building Design 
Architect of the Year. 

Four monographs of the practice’s work 
have been published by El Croquis, 2G, 
AMAG, and A+U. 

www.carmodygroarke.com
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